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Therefore, even if the settlement amount may seem
small, keep in mind that as long as the collection
agency makes a return on their investment, they will
be happy. Keep all of your notes in one place. Not
being afraid of debt collectors is one of the most
important steps in being able to negotiate credit card
debt with confidence. When credit card debt goes
unpaid, it can have dire repercussions for the user. The
Fair Debt Collection Practices Act states that until the
company provides you with validation of the debt, it
cannot continue any form of collection activity -including reporting the debt to the credit bureaus.
Medical debt collections must follow the Fair Debt

Collection Practices Act or FDCPA. In California, strict
laws govern the handling of credit card debt, in order to
ensure fair practices on both sides. The exception
comes when the cardholder has not made a payment
within 90 days or violates any aspect of the agreement
first signed when the credit card was issued.
Notify the agency that it is reporting a debt to the
credit bureaus in error. Write a letter to each credit
bureau whose report contains the erroneous collection
account if the collection agency fails to properly update
your credit history. Lowell Group should be able to
provide you with a copy of your original credit
agreement. However, you will still be facing the
original lawsuit and collection activity from the
collection agency or credit card company. California
places a statute of limitations of four years on any
credit card debt. After receiving your dispute, the credit
bureaus will conduct an investigation. In addition, it is
against the law for the collector to make threats that it
cannot, or will not, follow up on. WARNING - Do not
make any payment or acknowledge that you owe a
debt without reading our Information Sheet Debt
Collection - Old Debts, or calling Consumer Action’s
Advice Line.
Circle the collection account's trade line on each of your
credit reports and make copies of each report. Prioritize
your debts. Make a realistic assessment of whether you
can afford to pay the debt and, if so, how much you can
afford to pay. Tell the collector that you have some
extra money in your budget this month and you are
trying to pay off a few credit cards. While a credit card
company or collection agency can file a lawsuit against
you in Pennsylvania, it must do so within the time
period allowed by the statute of limitations. If a single
person dies with credit card debt, the credit card
company must obtain payments through the estate and
cannot pursue the matter further if there are
insufficient funds to fully repay the debt. Both the
federal Fair Debt Collection Practices Act and
Pennsylvania's Fair Credit Extension Uniformity Act
forbid bill collectors from calling you in the middle of
the night, at work (if they have been told that your
employer does not permit them to call you there), or if

the bill collector is informed that you are represented
by a lawyer. Read the Fair Debt Collections Practices
Act to understand your rights under the federal law.
The Rosenthal Act is specific to California. California is
a community property state, which means that married
couples jointly share any assets and debts acquired
during the course of the marriage. 7. Falsely implying
that a debtor’s property will be sold unless such action
is legal. If your creditor does win a lawsuit against you,
it will need to find other ways to collect what you owe.
However, you need to gather evidence of the actions this can include a record of all calls made to you, the
timings and the content of the calls. Whether you need
to end contact altogether, take a creditor or collector to
court, file bankruptcy, or employ any other debtrelated strategy, we can guide you through the process
with care, efficiency, and urgency. Debt collection
scams exist, so make sure you don’t end up paying a
fake debt collector money that you don’t actually owe.
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If you do answer, you can argue that you don’t owe the
debt or that you owe less than your creditor is
claiming. If you don’t answer, the court will enter
judgment against you and you’ll be liable for the full
amount of your debt. They may contact you to let you
know they’re taking you to court, but you’ll receive
notice from the court shortly after they sue, anyway.
You’ll deal with your debts through the bankruptcy
process; most debtors keep their property and pay
pennies on the dollar for their debts. Cope Law Offices,
LLC handles bankruptcy cases in Dayton, Ohio, and
beyond, and is standing by to help with a free
bankruptcy evaluation. Russ B. Cope is dedicated to
legal standards that go far beyond filing cases - he is
interested in your goals. With office located in the
Bronx, Brooklyn and Rockland County, the Law Offices
of Robert J. Nahoum defends consumers in debt

collection cases throughout the Tristate area including
New Jersey.
The Fair Debt Collection Practices Act (FDCPA) protects
consumers from unfair and abusive collection practices.
Interlocutory debt collection process services can also
be performed by a debt collection solicitor or legal
attorney, who will act on behalf of the debt recovery
agency, which has been hired by the original creditor.
One of the most important pieces of legislation in the
field, the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act (FDCPA),
prohibits many predatory and abusive debt collection
practices and establishes guidelines that debt collectors
must follow. However, the provisions of this act do not
cover the acts which are perpetrated by the employees
of the original creditors. They may act to repossess
your property or sue you for collection before you file.
If the debt is secured by property, they can repossess
the property. If you have a record of when you made
your last payment on the account, you can use it to
prove that the debt is considered "time-barred." Make
sure it's really your most recent payment, though,
because the credit card company will have records of
its own that it can present. Russ wants to be certain
that each client is making an informed decision that will
make their life better, and thrives on the interaction
between lawyer and client.
Make sure the call is from an actual debt collector. Call
your creditor to learn what agencies they authorize to
collect debt on their behalf. When creditors like credit
card companies and lenders are unsuccessful with debt
recovery, they often turn the debts over to collection
agencies. It should go without saying that debt
collection agencies must not physically harm you in any
way. Provide a copy of your picture ID to the collection
agency if the name on the account is incorrect, or to
show evidence of a different middle name. It will show
if an account was submitted for collection. In fact,
when asked what type of account the debt collection
firm called about, the most common entry after “other”
was “I do not know,” at 24%. Credit cards were next at
14%. Consumers also said collectors frequently didn’t
share enough information for consumers to verify the
debt exists.

There are some bill collectors along with a number of
scam artists posing as debt collectors, though, who
illegally harass and threaten consumers into paying
their debts immediately. “Today’s report shows that
inaccurate information about debts continues to be a
source of frustration for many consumers,” said CFPB
Director Richard Cordray. It is a surprise, however, that
complaints against them keep mounting, even after
federal regulators sue firms for the very things
consumers complain about - trying to collect on debts
that don’t exist, calling at odd hours, contacting
workplaces, refusing to provide details on an alleged
debt, and so on. The Consumer Financial Protection
Bureau regularly files reports about its complaint
database - which has now logged 834,000 complaints
overall. Both companies averaged more than 100
complaints each month between October and December
2015. And both have been the subject of enforcement
actions, now settled, in which the firms admitted no
wrongdoing but agreed to refund millions to
consumers. We also have more than double the
accounts of the next largest company, yet we have
significantly fewer complaints in comparison. More than
one-third (38%) of all debt collection complaints
involved attempts to collect a debt consumers claim
they don’t owe.
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